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Soil Quality Standards Update 
 

Mike Smith 
michael.a.smith@btinternet.com 
 

 
          
 
Assessments of contaminated sites and verification of their remediation are only “fit for purpose” if 
measurements on soils are made using validated analytical, test and sampling methods; and if the 
samples on which measurements are made, and the locations from which samples are taken or at which 
measurements are made, are selected in a statistically sound way. Validated methods are those shown 
to yield accurate and reliable results (e.g. repeatable and reproducible). Different analytical methods give 
different results. Small variations in methodology can give different results. Generic assessment criteria 
are not properly applicable if an analytical method is not specified and analytical procedures tightly 
controlled. Similarly, sampling must be carried out following appropriate procedures. For example, 
failure to follow the guidance in BS10176 for taking samples for determination of VOCs, will result in 
unusable results. 

Standard validated analytical and other measurement methods, and guidance on sampling and 
assessment have been produced by national, European and international standardisation bodies, and a 
number of other bodies (e.g. FAO).  

BSI EH4 Soil Quality, is the BSI technical committee responsible for the production of standards relating 
to soil quality including contaminated land, and natural and near-natural sites (e.g. farm land). Standards 
cover sampling, chemical analysis, physical testing, biological testing, and soil and site assessment. EH4 
also deals with standards for the analysis and testing of wastes.  

BSI EH4 shadows ISO (International Organization for Standardization) Technical Committee TC 190-Soil 
Quality (established in 1986) and CEN TC444-Environmental characterization of solid matrices. CEN is the 
European standards organisation.  

EH4 actively seeks to broaden its membership. The wider the membership, the greater the confidence 
that the standards produced are technically sound and known about by potential users from a wide 
variety of backgrounds.  Participation in BSI, CEN and ISO committees can contribute to CPD. 

mailto:michael.a.smith@btinternet.com
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BSI Committee Membership 

BSI has revised the way in which it recruits committee members, Chairs and Deputy Chairs. All posts are 
open to self-nomination, although nomination from stakeholder organisations remains an important 
route (CIWEM is no longer represented on BSI EH4). For more information see: 

Become a standards maker | BSI (bsigroup.com) 

Or, in the case of EH4, contact the Committee Manager, Jessy Mathew (jessy.mathew@bsigroup.com ) 

Plastics and the Environment – Microplastics in Soil and Water 

A Joint Working Group (JWG) is to be established between ISO TC147/SC2 (Water quality - Physical, 
chemical and biochemical methods) and ISO TC 61/14 (Plastics - Environmental aspects) with input from 
TC190. UK participation will be through EH3/2 Water quality – Physical chemical and biochemical 
methods. EH3/6 Water Quality – Sampling has recently launched a new work item proposal dealing with 
sampling water for monitoring for microplastics.   

Asbestos 

ISO TC190/SC3 Chemical and physical characterization and CEN/TC 444/WG3 are both considering 
whether to produce standards related to determination of asbestos concentrations in soil materials 
including sampling and analysis. BSI has provided the CEN and ISO WGs with a list, and copies where 
available, of UK guidance documents relating to asbestos in soil. 

BSI EH4 will decide shortly its response to this initiative including how to engage with those involved in 
current asbestos-related activities in the UK. It is possible that a Sub-committee will be set up within BSI 

https://www.bsigroup.com/en-GB/about-bsi/uk-national-standards-body/how-to-get-involved-with-standards/become-a-standards-maker/
mailto:jessy.mathew@bsigroup.com
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EH4. CEN TC351-Construction products (shadowed by BSI B557) is to hold a workshop on asbestos in 
bulk materials (e.g. aggregates from wastes) on 20 May. 

ISO TC 190/WG3 - Soil Functions/Ecosystem Services 

ISO TC190 has set up a new Working Group (ISO TC190/WG3) to address soil functions and ecosystem 
services. This is an important and potentially far reaching initiative. It aligns with the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). There is likely to be an interesting dynamic with Government policies such 
as the basis of payment of ‘Public Money for Public Goods’, Environmental Land Management (ELMS), 
and other common agricultural policy (CAP) successor systems.  See: 

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/elm/elmpolicyconsultation/supporting_documents/ELM%20Policy%20Disc
ussion%20Document%20230620.pdf  

EH4 is considering how best to contribute to this initiative and how to best to ensure that those with an 
interest can be kept informed and involved. It is possible that a Sub-committee will be set up within BSI 
EH4. It would be helpful to hear from anyone who might like to contribute to the UK input. 

Standards Relating to Investigation, Assessment, Remediation and Development of Potentially 
Contaminated and Contaminated Sites 

This new AGS document provides key information required for a proper understanding and use Standard 
Guidance documents and Standard Specifications. It also provides information about in which Standards 
guidance on various topics such as investigation, reporting and remediation can be found. It can be 
downloaded from: 

https://www.ags.org.uk/item/standards-relating-to-investigation-assessment-remediation-and-
development-of-potentially-contaminated-and-contaminated-sites/ 

Soil Hub 

A new online hub for 'all things soil' (uksoils) has been launched by a partnership comprising 
the UK Centre for Ecology & Hydrology (UKCEH), the Sustainable Soils Alliance, Earthwatch, 
the University of Sheffield, the British Soil Science Society and Scotland's Rural College (SRUC). 
 
The hub will bring together the best available resources, including educational information and 
school activities, books and films, data and maps, plus guidance for farmers and land managers 
on how to support healthy soils. It will also provide a community forum to enable the sharing 
of knowledge and experiences, encouraging people to link up and carry out initiatives to 
improve soil health and share locations around the country where soil health pioneers are 
trying out new technologies and management practices. 
 
By Mike Smith 
 
  

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/elm/elmpolicyconsultation/supporting_documents/ELM%20Policy%20Discussion%20Document%20230620.pdf
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/elm/elmpolicyconsultation/supporting_documents/ELM%20Policy%20Discussion%20Document%20230620.pdf
https://www.ags.org.uk/item/standards-relating-to-investigation-assessment-remediation-and-development-of-potentially-contaminated-and-contaminated-sites/
https://www.ags.org.uk/item/standards-relating-to-investigation-assessment-remediation-and-development-of-potentially-contaminated-and-contaminated-sites/
http://uksoils.org/
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Prospering in the pandemic (or should that be, coping with covid!) 

Andy O’Dea 
Technical Director, Cognition Land and Water 

  

  
 

In the oft misquoted words of Prof Stuart Littlejohn, “You pay for a ground investigation whether you 
have one or not”.  However, no ground investigation, however costly or comprehensive, can ever paint 
a full picture of the subsurface.  There is always a degree of discovery and adaptation required when it 
comes to the actual site works.  As a specialist remediation and ground engineering contractor, never 
has Cognition Land and Water’s adaptability and flexibility been so utterly tested as throughout the 
global pandemic of 2020/2021.  

The ultimate unforeseen above-ground condition 

In our industry, we are always mindful of the possibility of unforeseen ground conditions.  COVID-19 has 
been the ultimate ‘unforeseen above-ground condition’!  It has forced our industry to adapt or face 
extinction and at Cognition, we feel that we have adapted quite well to the challenges presented us.  We 
have continued to prosper and grow throughout the pandemic, we have retained all our staff and gained 
some new recruits, and most importantly, despite some cases of COVID-19 within our team, we have 
kept our colleagues, friends, and families safe from harm. 

As a swift, initial reaction to the outbreak, our focus was on reducing contact within our teams.  Those 
of us who could work from home did so and thankfully, our clients and suppliers were just as quick to 
respond positively to virtual/remote communication.  In person meetings and briefings were held 
outdoors and we invested in software and hardware to ensure our team was fully equipped to work from 
home.  In tandem with these measures, we focussed on the site personnel who could not work from 
home.  We quickly put in place hygiene and distancing measures including additional and expanded 
welfare facilities, staggered breaks, one-way pedestrian systems, and regular temperature checks. 
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Fundamental to the success of these changes were candid discussions with our clients in managing the 
implications of the distancing measures.  Overall, with some staff isolating and reduced numbers to 
accommodate greater personal space, we saw an average 10% increase in site works’ programmes.  
However, every one of our affected clients realised the exceptional circumstances in which we found 
ourselves and accepted any required programme extensions - we are grateful to them all! 

Dealing with the waves 

As government restrictions and lockdown measures grew stricter, so did our resolve to keep moving 
forward safely.  We launched our “Safety at our Core” campaign demonstrating that Health, Safety and 
Wellbeing are rooted in everything we do.  We rolled out training to all our project staff for correct use 
of PPE/RPE, hand washing and decontamination, social distancing, and digital communications.  We also 
invested in drone surveying equipment to reduce the need for engineering staff on site where surveys 
could be done from an isolated location and so avoid unnecessary interaction.  

After the first wave and an easing of restrictions we were keen to avoid complacency and used the 
relative freedom to focus on diversifying our offerings to more sectors and geographies.  We focussed 
particularly on growing our capability in the nuclear industry and international projects whilst 
simultaneously seeking opportunities in larger infrastructure projects.  By the onset of the second wave, 
we had successfully diversified our project base to spread our resources more effectively and avoid 
unnecessary contact.  

Our management team used the time afforded by working from home to get more involved in shaping 
the industry and best practice.  Throughout 2020, we have funded a CIRIA research project into the 
sustainable management of surplus soils, are members of the project steering group, and have actively 
promoted the project benefits to both Network Rail and HS2.  Our Technical Director has renewed his 
membership of RemSoc, the only UK society dedicated to the remediation of contaminated and 
brownfield land, with a view to getting more involved in their working groups.  We have become 
corporate members of the Association of Geotechnical and Geoenvironmental Specialists, continuing 
our active participation in their Contaminated Land Working Group.  The time dedicated to these 
industry and thought leadership groups can only be a good thing for Cognition, giving us a voice in the 
industry and allowing us to continually improve our understanding of advances and new technologies 
we can develop and use with our clients. 

Looking forward 

There is no doubt that 2020 has been a challenging year, which is likely to continue into at least the first 
half of 2021.  It has been difficult to have meaningful dialogue with already stressed and under-resourced 
regulators and there have been challenges in procuring resources and materials as a result of panic 
induced stockpiling; a practice we refused to entertain. 

It many ways, however, it has also been a very rewarding year.  As a team we are closer (figuratively) 
than ever and truly invested in each other’s wellbeing.  On a personal level we have all learnt the value 
of our community through acts of kindness between neighbours and through celebration of the hard 
work and successes of the NHS and the scientific community.  

Ultimately it is not the fittest that survive but those that are more adaptable to change and we look 
forward to the changes (and challenges) that the rest of 2021 promises. 

 

By Andy O’Dea 

Andy O’Dea is a Technical Director at Cognition Land and Water, one of the UK’s leading remediation and ground 
engineering contractors.  With almost 30 years’ experience in land quality and ground engineering consultancy and 



  
 

 

 Page 7 of 14 
 

contracting businesses, Andy has managed and delivered many specialist geoenvironmental and geotechnical projects 
and large and complicated multidisciplinary land development projects. 

 

How to navigate your projects via good soil management   

Joanne Kwan 
CIRIA 

Brownfield projects and other types of construction projects general large amount of waste soil.   
Construction, demolition and excavation (CD&E; including dredging) generated approximately 140 
million tonnes or three fifths (63%) of total 221 million tonnes of UK waste in 2016.  Out of these the 
largest waste categories generated were ‘Mineral Wastes’ (81.1 million tonnes), and ‘Soils’ (58.7 million 
tonnes). 
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/91
8270/UK_Statistics_on_Waste_statistical_notice_March_2020_accessible_FINAL_updated_size_12.pdfDEF
RA, 2020) 

The challenges with management of surplus waste soils arising on and from construction and 
development projects is complex. An important and sometimes difficult issue is the decision to identify 
site soils as waste, or when they have achieved end-of-waste status. There is also frequent confusion 
regarding the classification, handling, storage, disposal, and reuse of these soils in line with legal 
obligations and regulatory requirements. 

What are the guidance documents? 

Many guidance documents have been published by governmental, non governmental and industry 
organisations (Tables 1 and 2). 

In the past decade, there seems to be a general move by many non-departmental public bodies, 
including the EA, away from the production of new and detailed guidance for the waste sector. EA has 
also revoked a range of originally core waste, and EPR, guidance recently. Guidance which remains has 
generally been migrated across to www.gov.uk. It is possible to see changes to each webpage to identify 
revisions and updates, users can also opt in to update emails. 

There has also been increasing emphasis to push the responsibility of compliance and adherence to 
legislation onto the producers and end users of waste. This may mean more emphasis in seeking advice 
from suitably experienced and qualified persons. 

 

Table 1 Summary of key soil related guidance from governmental organisations 

Publishing 
Organisation 

Title and Description 

DEFRA 

Guidance on the legal definition of waste and its application. Core 
DEFRA guidance on the legal definition of waste 

Guidance on applying the Waste Hierarchy. Core DEFRA guidance 
on how to apply the waste hierarchy 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69590/pb13813-waste-legal-def-guide.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69403/pb13530-waste-hierarchy-guidance.pdf
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Waste duty of care code of practice 
This code provides practical guidance on how to meet your waste 
duty of care requirements in England and Wales. 

Waste: detailed information. Landing page directing to key 
guidance on waste matters. 

Environment 
Agency 

Classify different types of waste.  You must identify and classify your 
waste before you send it for recycling or disposal. This makes sure 
you or anyone handling your waste deals with it properly. 

Guidance on the classification and assessment of waste (Technical 
Guidance WM3). Key EA (and multiagency) guidance and a 
comprehensive reference manual for anyone involved in producing, 
managing and regulating waste. Users need to be competent in 
hazardous waste and have some knowledge of chemistry to fully 
utilise all aspects of this guidance. Appendix A includes the waste 
classification codes, also referred to as LoW (List of Waste) or EWC 
(European Waste Catalogue) codes for hazardous and non 
hazardous waste. Note: Updated in January 2021 following UK exit 
from the EU 

DEFRA  

Waste duty of care code of practice 
This code provides practical guidance on how to meet your waste 
duty of care requirements in England and Wales. 

Environmental permitting guidance: Core guidance. Comprehensive 
help for those operating, regulating or interested in facilities that 
are covered by the Environmental Permitting regulations 

Environment 
Agency 

Environmental permits: detailed information. Key ‘landing page’ 
covering links to guidance on: General Permitting information; Risk 
Assessments; Charges; Application Forms etc. 

The Waste Framework Directive For the Environmental Permitting 
(England and Wales) Regulations  Updated October 2009  
Version 2.0 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-duty-of-care-code-of-practice
https://www.gov.uk/topic/environmental-management/waste
https://www.gov.uk/how-to-classify-different-types-of-waste
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-classification-technical-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-classification-technical-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-duty-of-care-code-of-practice
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-guidance-core-guidance--2
https://www.gov.uk/topic/environmental-management/environmental-permits
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69353/pb13569-wfd-guidance-091001.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69353/pb13569-wfd-guidance-091001.pdf
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Waste recovery plans and deposit for recovery permits. Key EA 
guidance on how to apply for an environmental permit to 
permanently deposit waste on land as a recovery activity and how 
to meet the recovery tests. Note: This April 2021 version formally 
replaces the previous 2016 guidance (Environment Agency, 2016) 
which in turn replaced the earlier ‘RGN13’ guidance (Environment 
Agency, 2010) 

Disposal of waste to Landfill. Core guidance and links to related 
guidance relating to waste classification and testing. Acts as a 
replacement to Environment Agency (2010) 

Standard rules: environmental permitting. For each activity there is 
a set of rules and a risk assessment. 

Waste Exemptions. For the storing, using, treating or disposing of 
waste 

Low risk waste positions: construction, demolition and dredging 
waste, aggregates and soils. The Environment Agency has provided 
these low risk waste positions (LRWPs) for waste operations that it 
considers may be suitable for an exemption.  

Environmental permits: regulatory position statements. These 
regulatory position statements (RPSs) explain when you do not 
need to apply for a permit for those activities. 

Excavated waste from utilities installation and repair: RPS 211. When 
you can classify excavated waste from utilities installation and repair 
as non-hazardous. If you follow the conditions in this RPS, you do 
not need to do a hazardous waste assessment for excavated wastes 
that are covered by this RPS. 

DEFRA 
Waste duty of care code of practice 
This code provides practical guidance on how to meet your waste 
duty of care requirements in England and Wales. 

Environment 
Agency 

Environmental permits: regulatory position statements. When the 
Environment Agency will not require you to get a permit to carry 
out certain activities.  

 
 
 
  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/deposit-for-recovery-operators-environmental-permits/waste-recovery-plans-and-deposit-for-recovery-permits
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/dispose-of-waste-to-landfill
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/standard-rules-environmental-permitting
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/register-your-waste-exemptions-environmental-permits
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/low-risk-waste-positions-construction-demolition-and-dredging-waste-aggregates-and-soils
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/low-risk-waste-positions-construction-demolition-and-dredging-waste-aggregates-and-soils
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/basic-rules-environmental-permitting-regulatory-positions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/excavated-waste-from-utilities-installation-and-repair-rps-211
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-duty-of-care-code-of-practice
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/basic-rules-environmental-permitting-regulatory-positions
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Table 2 Summary of key soil related guidance from non governmental and industry organisations 

Publishing 
Organisation  

Title and Description 

Key Guidance Relevant to CD&E Waste Re-Use 

CL:AIRE 

The Definition of Waste: Development Industry Code of Practice, Version 
2 (March 2011) The DoW CoP provides a clear, consistent and efficient 
process which enables the reuse of excavated materials on-site or their 
movement between sites. Use of the DoW CoP supports the sustainable 
and cost-effective development of land. It can provide an alternative to 
Environmental Permits or Waste Exemptions. 
 
There is an ongoing ‘hiatus’ in the anticipated publication of Version 3  It 
is possible that any future revisions (if supported by the EA) may not 
afford the same range of options therefore greater reliance may have to 
be placed, by the construction and development sector, on 
Environmental Permit led approaches 

Guidance Bulletin (GB3). The Definition of Waste: Development Industry 
Code of Practice. A concise overview of the CL:AIRE CoP written in non-
technical language. 

Other Industry Led Waste Guidance 

Environmental 
Services 

Association  

Landfill Industry Codes of Practice (ICoPs) Landfill Industry Codes of 
Practice (ICoPs) prepared by the specialist Sub-Groups of the Landfill 
Regulation Group. 
 
Guidance suite includes: 

• ICoP Governance 
• LGG 111 Capping System 
• LGG 113 Leak Location Testing 
• LGG 114 Drainage Geocomposite 
• LGG 115 Interface Shear Resistance Testing 
• LGG 116 Surface Water Management 
• ICoP leachate storage containment 
• Industry Code of Practice for the management of landfill gas 

 

A Practitioners Guide to Testing Waste for Onward Reuse, Treatment or 
Disposal Acceptance (July 2004) The aim of the Practitioner’s Guide is to 
provide practical information and guidance on the sampling and testing 
of wastes, whether the objectives of the testing programme are 
concerned with reuse, treatment or disposal. 

https://www.claire.co.uk/projects-and-initiatives/dow-cop
https://www.claire.co.uk/projects-and-initiatives/dow-cop
https://www.claire.co.uk/component/phocadownload/category/7-guidance-bulletins-and-documents?download=241:guidance-bulletin-3-definition-of-waste-development-industry-code-of-practice
http://www.esauk.org/what-we-do/raising-standards/guidance/landfill-guidance
http://www.esauk.org/application/files/9615/3606/4650/ESART_practitioners_guide_to_testing_waste.pdf
http://www.esauk.org/application/files/9615/3606/4650/ESART_practitioners_guide_to_testing_waste.pdf
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A Guide to the Misclassification of Waste and How You Can Avoid It 
(November 2017). A simple guide produced by the ESA and CIWM, 
supported by the EA to highlight using ‘RAG’ tables to show common 
errors and how to avoid these. 

Other Guidance and/or useful information 

UK Green 
Building 
Council 

(UKGBC) 

Circular economy guidance for construction clients: how to practically 
apply circular economy principles at the project brief stage (April 2019). A 
guide on how to apply Circular Economy principles at the project brief 
stage (sponsored by a number of key UK development/infrastructure 
organisations) 

CIRIA 

C733 Asbestos in soil and mage ground: a guide to understanding and 
managing risks (March 2014). Guide to characterising and assessing the 
potential risks posed by asbestos in soil.  The guide includes a 'lines of 
evidence' approach whereby more than one method is used to estimate 
the airborne fibre concentrations likely to be generated from soils at a 
site. Also see CIRIA ‘ready reference’ SP168 (no purchase required).  

Asbestos in soil and made ground good practice site guide (C765). 
Building on C733 this guide provides additional information for site 
workers 

Selected CIRIA publications. A range of CIRIA publications, however older 
publications are unlikely to remain contemporaneous with current 
legislation, regulatory guidance and industry best practice: 
R179 Ground engineering spoil: good management practice (1997)  
SP164 Remedial treatment for contaminated land, Volumes I – XII (2005) 
C536 Demonstrating waste minimisation benefits in construction (2001)  
PR28 Waste minimisation and recycling in construction - technical review 
(1999)  
SP133 Waste minimisation in construction - site guide (1997)  
SP134 Waste minimisation and recycling in construction - design manual 
(1998)  
SP135 Waste minimisation and recycling in construction - boardroom 
handbook (1999) 
C536D Demonstrating waste minimisation benefits in construction (2001)  
PR83 Tools for measuring and forecasting waste generated on site. 
Scoping study (2001)  
C555TP Waste minimisation in construction - training pack (2001)  
R157D Guidance on the disposal of dredged material to land (1996)  

http://www.esauk.org/application/files/1915/4454/4216/Guide_to_the_misclassification_of_waste-Web.pdf
http://www.esauk.org/application/files/1915/4454/4216/Guide_to_the_misclassification_of_waste-Web.pdf
https://www.ukgbc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Circular-Economy-Report.pdf
https://www.ukgbc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Circular-Economy-Report.pdf
https://www.ciria.org/ItemDetail?iProductCode=C733&Category=BOOK
https://www.ciria.org/ItemDetail?iProductCode=C733&Category=BOOK
https://www.ciria.org/Resources/Free_publications/sp168_asbestos.aspx
https://www.ciria.org/ItemDetail?iProductCode=C765&Category=BOOK&WebsiteKey=3f18c87a-d62b-4eca-8ef4-9b09309c1c91
https://www.ciria.org/ItemDetail?iProductCode=R179&Category=BOOK&WebsiteKey=3f18c87a-d62b-4eca-8ef4-9b09309c1c91
https://www.ciria.org/ItemDetail?iProductCode=SP164&Category=BOOK&WebsiteKey=3f18c87a-d62b-4eca-8ef4-9b09309c1c91
https://www.ciria.org/ItemDetail?iProductCode=PR28&Category=PHOTOCOPY&WebsiteKey=3f18c87a-d62b-4eca-8ef4-9b09309c1c91
https://www.ciria.org/ItemDetail?iProductCode=PR28&Category=PHOTOCOPY&WebsiteKey=3f18c87a-d62b-4eca-8ef4-9b09309c1c91
https://www.ciria.org/ItemDetail?iProductCode=SP133&Category=BOOK&WebsiteKey=3f18c87a-d62b-4eca-8ef4-9b09309c1c91
https://www.ciria.org/ItemDetail?iProductCode=SP134&Category=BOOK&WebsiteKey=3f18c87a-d62b-4eca-8ef4-9b09309c1c91
https://www.ciria.org/ItemDetail?iProductCode=SP135&Category=BOOK&WebsiteKey=3f18c87a-d62b-4eca-8ef4-9b09309c1c91
https://www.ciria.org/ItemDetail?iProductCode=C536D&Category=DOWNLOAD&WebsiteKey=3f18c87a-d62b-4eca-8ef4-9b09309c1c91
https://www.ciria.org/ItemDetail?iProductCode=PR83&Category=BOOK&WebsiteKey=3f18c87a-d62b-4eca-8ef4-9b09309c1c91
https://www.ciria.org/ItemDetail?iProductCode=C555TP&Category=TP&WebsiteKey=3f18c87a-d62b-4eca-8ef4-9b09309c1c91
https://www.ciria.org/ItemDetail?iProductCode=R157D&Category=DOWNLOAD
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BSI  

PAS100 (2018) Specification for composted materials, which aims to 
implement quality standards through the lifecycle of compost.  PAS100 
sits under a quality protocol. Compost confirming to PAS100 and 
meeting criteria within the QP will normally be regarded as having ceased 
to be waste. 

NHBC 

The use of recycled & secondary materials in residential construction 
(NF45) (2012) Guide describing how to source, correctly specify and use 
secondary / recycled materials in residential construction using case 
studies and examples. This guide builds upon the EA (WRAP) aggregates 
quality protocol.  

Standards for 
Highways 

Specification for aggregates used in highways works, but also applicable 
to other industries (e.g. pipe bedding specifications).  Includes details for 
secondary aggregates.  Widely used in industry as the 'relevant standard' 
for the specification of aggregates, as referenced in the Aggregates 
Protocol from Inert Waste. 

AGS 

AGS Guidance on Waste Classification for Soils – A Practitioners Guide 
(2019) 
The report provides a simplified process for the sampling and 
classification of waste soils on straightforward sites.  It also points 
towards further information and guidance for dealing with these more 
complex situations. 

Civil 
Engineering 
Contractors 
Association 

Waste Classification & Permitting in Construction (2018) 
This report describes permit required for waste soil.  It contains a number 
of flowcharts that can be used to identify whether the material 
in question is a waste or not and if it is, the options available to 
use or dispose of it. The guidance also provides detailed description of 
each of the options and link to resources 

 
How to find your way out of the ‘waste soil maze’? 
 
Finding the appropriate guidance and apply them to project correctly is often a time consuming task.  
Also there have been recent (and likely) changes in some of the documents e.g.  

• Waste Classification Technical Guidance (WM3) was updated in June 2018 to reflect 
updated EU requirements. This was further revised in January 2021 to reflect changes as a 
result of the UK’s exit from the EU.  

• Guidance on waste recovery plans and deposit for recovery permits was recently updated 
by the EA in April 2021.  This includes new recommendations relevant to people who have 
recently prepared a Waste Recovery Plan but may not yet have submitted a formal 
Environmental Permit application. 

• CL:AIRE DOWCOP  
The third version has been in its draft form and awaiting publication for some time.  

 

https://shop.bsigroup.com/ProductDetail?pid=000000000030360308
https://www.nhbcfoundation.org/publication/the-use-of-recycled-secondary-materials-in-residential-construction/
https://www.nhbcfoundation.org/publication/the-use-of-recycled-secondary-materials-in-residential-construction/
https://www.standardsforhighways.co.uk/ha/standards/mchw/vol1/index.htm
https://www.ags.org.uk/item/ags-guidance-on-waste-classification-for-soils-a-practitioners-guide/
https://www.ags.org.uk/item/ags-guidance-on-waste-classification-for-soils-a-practitioners-guide/
https://www.ceca.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/legacy-media/300067/ceca-waste-classification-and-permitting-in-construction-february-2018.pdf
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CIRIA’s project RP1124 Sustainable management of surplus soils and aggregates 
https://www.ciria.org/Research/Projects_underway2/Sustainable_management_of_surplus_soils_and_ag
gregates.aspx) brings together and summarises existing key guidance in a clear and accessible format.  
The output will be a searchable PDF report with watch points for different project scenarios.  This will 
be published in late 2021 to help construction professionals make informed decisions. Stage 2 of this 
project will be creation of a platform to encourage continued sharing of good practice via establishing 
a community of practice (https://www.ciria.org/Research/Project_proposals2/P3222_-
_Community_of_practice_-_Sustainable_management_of_soil.aspx). 
 
If you want to know more, please contact Joanne Kwan at CIRIA (joanne.kwan@ciria.org). 
 

By Joanne Kwan 

New soil treatment facility in Cornwall 

Michala Slavikova 
Remediation Manager at UK Remediation Ltd. 

 

  

  
 

We have been working extremely hard throughout the last year to plan and design sustainable and 
affordable (and landfill tax-free) soil treatment facility in Cornwall as there isn’t one of this kind at 
present, which means contaminated soils are either being sent to landfills or further away outside the 
region resulting in increased CO2 emissions and higher disposal costs. 

We are now delighted to announce that we have had our licence for the treatment of contaminated 
soils and aggregates at Wheal Jane in Cornwall approved by the EA. The new facility (due to open mid-

https://www.ciria.org/Research/Projects_underway2/Sustainable_management_of_surplus_soils_and_aggregates.aspx
https://www.ciria.org/Research/Projects_underway2/Sustainable_management_of_surplus_soils_and_aggregates.aspx
https://www.ciria.org/Research/Project_proposals2/P3222_-_Community_of_practice_-_Sustainable_management_of_soil.aspx
https://www.ciria.org/Research/Project_proposals2/P3222_-_Community_of_practice_-_Sustainable_management_of_soil.aspx
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March 2021) will be able to accept various hazardous and non-hazardous soils including contaminants 
such as asbestos, heavy metals and hydrocarbons.  

Our waste solution team has been already providing quotes and carrying out hazardous waste 
assessments for local companies in preparation for the opening date. If you would like one of our 
technical specialists to classify your waste and provide pricing for removal, please contact us on 0117 
9244990 or email wastesolutions@ukremediation.co.uk. 

By Michala Slavikova 

News 

The Society for the Environment have recently published their new report Sustaining Our Future By 
Influencing Change in the UK and Beyond.  

Reviewing cross sector experience, the report highlights current best practice and makes a number of 
key asks to extend this. 

 

Forthcoming events 

International Conference on Contaminated Land, Ecological Assessment and Remediation 

• 9-11 June 

• Middlesex University London 

• £100-£500 

• www.clear2020.mdx.ac.uk 

Contam 2021, the contamination & Geotech Expo 

• 22-23 September 

• NEC Birmingham 

• Free to register 

• www.contaminationexpo.com 

Environment Analyst's Brownfield Awards 2021 (entries close 21st May) 

• 14 October  

• Online 

• https://www.the-ies.org/events/environment-analysts-1  

Future contributions 

If you have any articles or events you would like to share with the network in the next newsletter 
(December 2021), or before, please contact alastair.chisholm@ciwem.org.  

Sign up 

To have your email added to the mailing list please contact alastair.chisholm@ciwem.org.   

https://socenv.org.uk/news/561392/SocEnv-Soils-and-Stones-Report-Sustaining-Our-Future-By-Influencing-Change-in-the-UK-and-Beyond.htm
https://socenv.org.uk/news/561392/SocEnv-Soils-and-Stones-Report-Sustaining-Our-Future-By-Influencing-Change-in-the-UK-and-Beyond.htm
http://www.clear2020.mdx.ac.uk/
http://www.contaminationexpo.com/
https://www.the-ies.org/events/environment-analysts-1
mailto:alastair.chisholm@ciwem.org
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